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Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.  —Frederick Douglass

Support. sup· port     \ sə- ˈpȯrt \

noun
1. the activity of providing for or  
 maintaining

verb
1. to uphold or defend as valid or  
 right
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We all do better when 
we feel supported. Support 
can come in various forms and support 
can be given in various ways. The Literacy 
Foundation is working on building 
pathways of support that lead to more 
children reading.

Through our Children’s Literacy 
Endowment, we are able to financially 
support summer reading initiatives 
annually and are excited about this year’s 
grantees. See inside story on page three.

Through the support we received at 
Authors on the Move, we are able to 
support 4,000 kids with five diverse books 
in their hands and homes. We believe that 
if students see themselves on the pages of 
high quality books, they will be more likely 
to feel positive about reading. We also know 
that reading five books is enough to hold 
onto previously achieved reading levels.

Through our collaborative work with the 
Promise Zone Literacy Initiative, we have 
been recognized by the National Civic 
League and the Campaign for Grade-
Level Reading as a national literacy 
leader. Our hope is that this recognition 
for Sacramento’s collaborative work 
in literacy will attract larger funders 
interested in systemic change.

As we close in on our fiscal year, we have 
achieved a significant level of financial 
support from our donors which we are 
truly grateful for in this first year of 
executing a broader mission to help all 
children read.

Today we are asking you to support our 
efforts to put diverse books into the hands 
of students who rarely see themselves, if 
at all, in a book and who may not have a 
book in their home. Your support really 
does matter.

The local convener for the Campaign For 
Grade-Level Reading in Sacramento.

Y ES TO SUMMER READING! The Foundation just awarded six summer reading grants to local 
organizations (see pg. 3)

Donations help support our 
efforts to improve children’s 

literacy in Sacramento. 

Visit us at sacramentoliteracy.org 
to give online, or mail a check to:

 Sacramento Literacy Foundation
PO Box 160547

Sacramento, CA 95816. 

Your support matters.

http://sacramentoliteracy.org
http://sacramentoliteracy.org 
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MISSION 
The Sacramento Literacy Foundation’s 

mission is to improve lives by collaborating
with organizations in our community to

advance literacy skills. 

VISION
Our vision is to have all children and all adults

develop the literacy skills they need to fully 
participate in our economy and

in our democracy.

OUR GOALS
• Increase philanthropic literacy funding 

toward the goal of all children reading at 
grade-level

• Insert reading sciences into the community 
literacy and education systems 

• Advocate for a fully literate community

2411 Alhambra Blvd, Suite 120 
Sacramento, CA 95817

(916) 836-3540 • sacramentoliteracy.org

 Sacramento Literacy Foundation READER • June—July 2022

Neill 
SooHoo, 
stylist and 
owner-operator of 
SooHooStyle.com, 
has been active in 
the Sacramento 
Region’s Arts and 

Culture communities for decades. Invited 
to the Board of Directors at the Attendance 
Institute in 2017, his involvement there 
deepened his understanding about 
education and the fact that attendance 
is one of the top three indicators of 

reading success. “I joined the Board of the 
Sacramento Literacy Foundation because 
all children reading is a simple mission 
that everyone can agree on,” said Neill.  

When asked where he thought the 
Foundation was pointed, he answered, 
“Our future will hinge on finding the 
resources and partners needed to move 
challenged readers forward.” Neill’s 
previous commitment to committee and 
commission work here in the region, and 
his alliance with the LGBTQ community, 
make him a good fit with the Foundation 
and its goals.  

MEET THE BOARD: Neill SooHoo 

Free Literacy Conference 
The California Elementary Literacy Conference: 
Everyone Has the Right to Read! is June 16! This is a free, online 
conference all about evidence-based practices in elementary literacy. There will be 
100+ unique sessions on a wide variety of topics, plus keynote addresses from all-
star educators. Thank you to SCOE, CDE, and the CA Collaborative for Excellence 
in Education for putting this together! 

REGISTER TODAY:  educationspeakersnetwork.com/elsb-conference

With a goal of a 95% high 
school graduation rate, Twin 
Rivers Unified School District (TRUSD) 
has established an Early Reading Initiative 
that is systematically introducing the 
science of reading into the early grades.

What’s become clear to Dr. Lori Grace, 
Associate Superintendent of School 
Leadership, and her instructional team 
is that TRUSD students need to have the 
quality of curriculum and instruction 
so that they can meet Superintendent 
Thurman’s goal of all 3rd graders reading at 
grade-level by 2025.   

Director of Curriculum Instruction and 
Professional Development at TRUSD, 

LITERACY SUCCESSES:

Early Reading Initiative at Twin 
Rivers Unified School District

Kirsti Schroeder, says that “we need all 
students reading. We understand that 
different students need different support 
and we feel the science of reading meets 
that.” More than 85% of TRUSD students 
are experiencing poverty which makes 
implementing evidence-based curriculum 
imperative and difficult.

In the 2022-2023 school year, 16 
elementary schools will be impacted. More 
than 300 educators and all 32 principals 
in the district have received professional 
training through the Online Elementary 
Reading Academy through CORE. TRUSD 
is making a great effort to get some of our 
most disenfranchised kids reading.

http://www.sacramentoliteracy.org
https://educationspeakersnetwork.com/elsb-conference/


National Civic League recognizes Sacramento as one of Top 20 Civic Models in the Nation for 
Innovative Community-Based Literacy Initiative 

Sacramento Named All-America City Finalist
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Big Day of 
Giving Recap 
The Big Day of Giving 
brought great energy and 
raised over $13,000,000 for 
community nonprofits. 

A big thank 
you to the 
Sacramento 
Region 
Community 
Foundation 
- the day 
provided 
a fantastic 

opportunity to share our message 
of wanting all children to read. The 
Foundation is grateful to the 69 donors 
who helped us raise $16,198. Support 
received on the Big Day of Giving will 
advance the Foundation’s strategic 
vision to improve children’s literacy 
and be invested in the Promise Zone 
Literacy Initiative. We are grateful for 
your support.

Summer Reading Grant 
Recipients
In 2014, the Board of Directors of the Sacramento Literacy Foundation voted to 
establish an endowment for Children’s Literacy, with the intent to provide direct support 
for summer reading programs. Summer reading, kindergarten readiness, and school 
attendance are the top three factors impacting a child’s ability to read at grade-level. 
According to research, reading five age-appropriate books is what a student needs to 
hold onto previously earned reading skills. 

The Literacy Foundation is excited to make its 
second annual distribution to local summer 
reading programs and initiatives. After 
conducting an environmental scan of summer 
reading opportunities in Sacramento County, 
we received a broad range of programming and 
were able to invest $63,000 in support. As part 
of the Promise Zone Literacy Initiative, we are 
pairing our support for summer reading with 
our initiative to put five diverse books in the 
hands of the 4,000 kindergarten through 2nd 
graders in the Promise Zone.

Grantees include 916 Ink, the Center, 
Sacramento Cottage Housing, Hmong Youth and Parents United, 
LifeSTEPS, and United Way.

The National Civic League and the 
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading  
have named Sacramento as one of 20 
city finalists in its annual All-America 
City awards for a unique public-private 
collaboration aimed at improving student 
literacy in Sacramento’s Promise Zone. 
Since 1949, the All-America City Award 
has been given to the top 10 communities 
across the U.S. that are leveraging civic 
engagement, collaboration, inclusiveness 
and innovation to address local issues. 

Spearheaded by the Sacramento Literacy 
Foundation and the Sacramento Promise 
Zone, which is directed by Sacramento 
Housing and Redevelopment Agency 
(SHRA), Sacramento’s nationally-
recognized project – the Promise Zone 

Literacy Initiative – is aimed at bringing 
literacy interventions to the community 
with one-to-one early reader tutoring, 
summer reading programming to 
affordable housing communities, a GIS 
mapping tool that shows literacy rates at 
each public school, and more. The goal 
of the project is to get all children in the 
Promise Zone reading at grade-level.  Pre-
pandemic, only 46% of 3rd grade students 
in Sacramento County were at grade-level 
reading and only 36% were at grade-level 
in the Promise Zone, an example of the 
disproportionate impact on historically 
marginalized communities (Community 
Literacy Map).

“The Promise Zone Literacy initiative is 
a perfect example of Sacramento using 

inclusive civic engagement to address a 
critical issue,” said Sacramento Mayor 
Darrell Steinberg. “Our children have 
faced incredible challenges during the 
pandemic, and this partnership between 
the Sacramento Literacy Foundation, 
SHRA and the City of Sacramento is 
vital to improving student literacy 
in Sacramento. I am glad to see this 
program receive the recognition it 
deserves.”

Interested in 
volunteering to help put 

books in the hands of 
4,000 students?

 
Sign up here: 

signup.com/go/ibjvaFR

https://www.nationalcivicleague.org/america-city-award/
https://www.nationalcivicleague.org/america-city-award/
http://sacramentoliteracy.org
http://sacramentoliteracy.org
https://www.sacramentopromisezone.org/
https://www.sacramentopromisezone.org/
https://www.shra.org/
https://www.sacramentoliteracy.org/literacy-map/
https://www.sacramentoliteracy.org/literacy-map/
http://signup.com/go/ibjvaFR


READING COUNCIL
($5,000+)

Randy Getz & Pat Mahony
Beth Mullen
Hedda & Tom Smithson
Donald & Denise Timmons

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
($1,000 - $4,999)

Ahamadou & Isabelle Bocar
Adam & Mallory Bohn
Vincent P. Brown & Ann 
Boynton

Shirley Tully
Clark Carter & Myriam Bouaziz
Delbert Chang
Claudia Coleman
Christina Ellermeyer
Viva Ettin
Steven H. & Sandra L. 
Felderstein

Jim & Ann Fish
Susan Fleischer
Mark Friedman
Golden 1 Credit Union
Darrin & Dineen Greer
David Reed & M.J. Hamilton
Lorraine O. Heneghan
Robert Honaker & Monica 
Weekes

Gwenna & Dan Howard
Vince Jacobs & Cecilia Delury
Al & Christie Jahns
April & Andrea Javist
Cassandra Jennings
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Shawn Joost
Abby Lunardini
Susan McClatchy
Rebecca Baumann & Dan 
McVeigh

Marcy Merrill
James & Carlin Naify
Gloria Naify
Robert & Jody Nelsen
Joanna Potenza & Jonathan 
Kaufman

Maggie Roth
Estelle Saltzman
David & Patricia Schwartz
Mary Ellen Shay
James & Christine Shelby
Samantha & Jay Shubrook
Roger & Barbara Smith

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

David & Evie Spottiswood
Fred & Nancy Teichert
R. Brooks & Melissa Whitehead
Jeffrey Williams
Donald & Gloria Yost

SUSTAINER
($500 - $999)

Anonymous
A.J. Baime
Lin Batten
Peter Benvenutti and Lise 
Pearlman

John & Joy Bissell
Margo Kaufman
Lois Bromagem
Gloria Cardenas
Ruzwa & Edna Cooper
Jim & Kathleen Deeringer
Deborah Dillon
Enlow & Melina A. Ose Family 
Fund

Judith & Walter James, Jr.
John & Carrie Lane
Kathy Les & Hal Thomas
Mike McWhirter & Beth Ruyak
Sheree & David Meyer
Maria & Giuseppe Pasquale
Jeanne & JR Peterson
Jun & Mayet Reina
Sarah Scheeline
BJ Snowden & Michelle Foss-
Snowden

Donovan & Tu-Anh Trone
Kathy Wong

ADVOCATE
($250 - $499)

Anonymous
Latitia Clay
Keeva Coe
Deborah Dunn & John Liddle
Karen Evans
Helen Hancock
Erin Hanson
Patrick Harbison
Helen Hobart
Wade Hobbs
Chris Johnson
Kathy B. Lewis
Michael Lynch
Jim McCallum
Liv Moe
Patricia Morehead

We have our work cut out for us. Donate today at www.sacramentoliteracy.org/give-today.

Rachel Rios
Myrna Rudman
Harriet Saks
Dr. Elaine Silver-Melia
Neill SooHoo
Sandra Stucke
Miki Vohryzek-Bolden
Susan Wheeler

GIVER
($100 - $249)

Fred & Julia Andrews
Ellen Broms
Steve & Mallory Buckner
Valerie Campbell
Salvador Cruz
Patricia E. Davis
Dennis & Mary Ellingson
Rick Eytcheson
Mary Flores
Gregory S. Geeting & Glee 
Johnson

Sally C. Gibson
Gail E. Goldsmith
Susan Goodrich & Michelle 
Martin

Carl & Jan Gordon-Boyer
Lyle S. Gramling
Robert C. Granger
Bryon Gustafson & Sara 
McClellan

Bill Hansen
Chris & Christina Hastie
Lori Hawk
Sheila Hawkins
Rosanna Herber
Jessica & Daniel Honeyfield
Gerald & Marylee Johnson
Lial Jones & Stacey Powell
Esther Kim
Lori Knott
Irene O. Kwan-Carey
Duncan & Beth Ann Lane
Susan L. Lorimer
Bernadette & Henry Lynch
Kenneth & Michele Malovos
Carlos Marquez
Stanley & Katherine Martinson
John & Linda Meeker
Robert & Lisa Meline
Diana Muller
Cam & Marcia Murray
Sylvia Navari
Steven & Jane Orkand

Jan Lynn Owen
Kenneth & Sally Owens
Karmel Pengilly
Jenny & Phil Petersen
Pete Pierson
Kevin & Sally Price
Kathleen Purcell
Jeff Raimundo & Rebecca 
LaVally

Spencer Reid & Jean Dietzel
Felice Risling
Brian & Juliet Scheuer
Andrea Segal & Scott Parrish
Michael & Alice Smith
Eric & Araceli Solis
Doris St. Germaine
Stanley & Pamela Stewart
Tina Stiles
Linda & Harry Struthers
Patricia & Joe Symkowick
Fred Thomas
Maria Trejo
Pam L. Wade
James Wilson
Jeannie Wong & Marcos Breton
Edwin G. Yee

IN MEMORY OF
Virginia Barcus 
Carla Kamhi 
Roger Kirkland 
Jack and Arlene Licursi 
Dennis Marks 
James A. Patrick, USMC (Ret)
Nona Segal 

IN HONOR OF
Shelley Blanton-Stroud 
April L. Javist

NAMED 
ENDOWMENTS 

Daniel & Rhea Brunner
David & Maxine Clark Family 
Fund

Sandra & Steven Felderstein
Indru & Pramila Kriplani Trust 
Nancy Lawrence & Gordon 
Klein

Beth Mullen
Dennis & Nancy Marks
Lois Ann Rosenberg

Contributions received March 8, 
2022 through May 8, 2022.

http://www.sacramentoliteracy.org/give-today

